
“I got this and I know what to do.”

These words are music to the ears of Sr. Janet Linz, 
OF and Julie Wilke, co-directors of the Lavatus 
Powell Program at Purcell Marian. Lavatus Powell, 
a track any student at Purcell Marian can enter and 
complete, consists of small classes of students who 
take one bell during the school day to work on 
spiritual, academic, or life goals. 

The program’s singular goal is to teach students 
how to navigate and reach their goals. 

“Many of our students play sports, are active in 
clubs, and some work part-time,” says Sr. Janet. “It 
is critical they have time and space in a classroom 
where they can access resources.”

These resources include mentors, tutors, group 
support, school supplies, and one-on-one check-ins 
with Sr. Janet or Ms. Wilke.

“When students begin the program, they can be 
frozen, not knowing how to overcome a barrier or 
issue,” explains Wilke. “When they leave, they are 
empowered. They know how to reach out to  
a teacher, talk to a friend, or schedule a time with  
a mentor.”

The program is not just about the destination, but 
how a student gets there. Perhaps more specifically, 
it’s about how to get there when life’s journey twists 
and turns.

Not a Hard Sell
Once a student enters the Lavatus Powell Program, 
he or she must complete it through their senior year. 
That doesn’t take convincing, explain co-directors 
Sr. Janet Linz and Julie Wilke. The program, which 
currently has 40+ students, isn’t a hard sell. The 
same things that make it successful also make it 
attractive: students set their own agendas, are given 
space and support during the day to work on their 
goals, and are empowered with resources to learn 
how to get where they want to go. 

“The goal is to help students as they lead  
their lives.” 
– Sr. Janet Linz, OF, Co-director of Lavatus Powell.

ACADEMICS

It’s About the Journey

Past, Present, and Future. Our Shared Tradition. Together, Onward.

GIFTS TO THE ANNUAL FUND PROVIDE CRITICAL 
RESOURCES TO BOLSTER FINANCIAL AID, FACULTY 
RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT, ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS, STUDENT ACTIVITIES, ARTS, ATHLETICS, 
AND MAINTAINING OUR HISTORIC CAMPUS.

Tuition alone does not cover the full cost to educate Purcell 
Marian students. The Annual Fund provides necessary resources 
each year to our operating budget. These unrestricted, current-
use funds give the Purcell Marian the flexibility it needs to fund 
our daily operations from teacher salaries to books and supplies 
to keeping the lights on and the campus clean.

There is strength in numbers and we are counting on every one 
of our 17,000 alumni to join us in supporting this year’s Annual 
Fund. Last year, gifts under $500 to the Annual Fund added up 
to more than $100,000 for Purcell Marian High School. In other 
words, your gift, no matter the size, adds up to a big impact for 
our students.

Return the envelope provided today with your gift. Or, simply visit 
us at www.purcellmarian.org/donate to make a secure, online 
donation. You can easily sign up to spread your gift throughout 
the year by becoming a monthly sustaining donor, or make a gift 
in memory or in honor of a loved one. With your support of the 
2021-2022 Annual Fund, you can make a di�erence to Purcell 
Marian, and our students, today!

YOUR GIFT IS 
MORE THAN JUST 
DOLLARS AND 
CENTS. YOUR GIFT—
AT ANY LEVEL—
SIGNIFIES YOUR 
BELIEF IN THE 
TRANSFORMATIVE 
POWER OF A 
PURCELL MARIAN 
EDUCATION.

Global Awareness & Experience In the Classroom
The IB Program launched in 2019 at Purcell Marian is 
an opportunity for students to enter into a rigorous 
curriculum their junior and senior years and earn an 
IB diploma or IB certificate, both of which can be 
considered for college credit. It is a global curriculum, 
meaning courses emphasize critical thinking and 
analysis from diverse cultural points of view.

“[IB is] allowing me to explore a side of myself that 
I’ve never really looked into,” explains Raimi (‘22). “It 
has us looking at things in a whole new light.”

That is exactly what Mr. Herring and Purcell 
Marian are aiming for. “We live in an increasingly 
intertwined global community,” says Bob Herring 
(‘68), who directs the IB Program. “Preparing 
students to have global awareness and direct 
experience as global citizens enables them to dream 
a bigger dream for their life, future, and career. It 
prepares them for the ‘now’ - for today.”

No student who wants to go is denied, thanks to 
student fundraising and donors who make the Global 
Connections Travel Fund possible. The next travel 
opportunities will take place in 2022 and will include 
travel to Poland, where students will visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau to study history and the Holocaust.

“[LEARNING ABOUT] THE SOCIAL 
GROUPS HAS HELPED ME UNDERSTAND 
THE CULTURE BEHIND THE LANGUAGE. 
I DIDN’T REALLY CARE OR THINK TO 
ANALYZE THE SOCIAL GROUPS, BUT 
NOW THAT I HAVE, IT HAS GIVEN ME AN 
OPEN AND NEW PERSPECTIVE OF THE 
SPANISH LANGUAGE.”

– TRINITY (‘21), IB STUDENT

For gifts of stock, endowed  
gifts, corporate matching gifts, 
kindly contact: 

Candice Jones Peelman ‘04 
Director of Development  
Purcell Marian High School 
cpeelman@purcellmarian.org  
513-751-1230 ext. 127
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